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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

5:30 p.m. 

CITY HALL – MCCRACKEN MEETING ROOM 

291 NORTH MAIN STREET 

PORTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL   

 

Esther Figueroa   (10/2018) Allan Bailey, Chair   (10/2018) 

 Jennifer Biagio   (10/2016) Tamara Bishop-Mitchell (10/2016) 

Patience Christenson  (10/2018) Catherine E. May, Vice-Chair (10/2016) 

Edith La Vonne   (10/2018)  

  

III. ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 

 

All items not scheduled should be addressed to the Library and Literacy Commission at this time during Oral 

Communications.  Anyone wishing to address the Library and Literacy Commission should state their name 

for the record.  In order to proceed in a timely manner, please limit the duration of your comments to three (3) 

minutes. 

 

IV. REPORTS 

 

This is the time for the Library and Literacy Commissioners to report on advocacy activities. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Consent Calendar items are considered routine and informational in nature and will be enacted in one motion.  

There will be no separate discussion on these matters unless a request is made, in which event the item will be 

removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes from November 10, 2015 

2. November Monthly Highlights  

Re:  Consider approval of monthly highlights report for November. 

                    3.   Literacy Report  

  Re:  Consider approval of monthly Read to Succeed program report. 

       4. Chamber Ambassador Report  

Re:  Consider approval of monthly activity report from staff.  

        5.   Strategic Planning Update 

  Re:  Informational report from Staff 

        6.   Update on Centennial Plaza Literacy Center 

Re:  Informational report from staff 

       7.   Update on the Peter M. Brown Living Trust 

  Re:  Informational update on this City Library Gift 

 8.  Update on Library Foundation 

Re:  Informational update regarding 2016 meeting of the Tulare County Library Foundation 

 9.  Announcements 

      Re:  Informational report regarding upcoming activities of interest to the Commission.  
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VI. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

1. Library Advocacy  

Re:  Continued discussion of a conference session attended by Commissioner May  

2. ABC Mouse Resource 

Re:  Informational report and demonstration of this new online resource. 

3. 2016 Commission Goals and Objectives 

Re:  End of year discussion to establish goals and objectives 

4. Commission Advocacy Opportunities 

Re:  Consider the January Schedule. 

 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

The Commissioners’ opportunity to comment on any item or issue that is under the purview of the Library 

and Literacy Commission that is not on the agenda. 

 

VIII. SCHEDULED ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Agenda items for subsequent Commission meetings. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need 

special assistance to participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the 

agenda packet, please contact the Office of City Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the 

meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting and/or 

provision of an appropriate alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 

 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Library and Literacy Commission after 

distribution of the Agenda packet are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the 

Library, 41 West Thurman Avenue, Porterville, CA  93257. 

 

The mission of the Porterville Public Library is to be a visible learning center by providing literacy 

materials and services for all ages throughout our community for personal enrichment, the power of 

information, and the joy of reading. 
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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

5:30 p.m. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes 

 

 November 10, 2015 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Roll Call:  Chair Figueroa, Commissioner Bailey, Commissioner May, and Commissioner Christenson, 

Commissioner Bishop-Mitchell. 

 

Also Present:  Donnie Moore, Parks and Leisure Services Director; Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian; Ted 

Penic, Library Assistant. 

 

Oral/Written Communications from Public:  None. 

 

Reports:  Commissioner May and Chair Figueroa said they enjoyed judging the library’s Halloween Costume 

contest and that they were pleased with the turn out.   

 

Consent Calendar:  Commissioner Bailey motioned to approve as presented.  Commissioner Bishop-Mitchell 

seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. 

 

Scheduled Matters:   

1. Voting in of new Chair- Outgoing Chair Figueroa nominated Commissioner Bailey for Chair.  

Commissioner Bailey asked Commissioner May to be Vice-Chair.  Commissioner May accepted.  Both 

appointments will start at the December meeting. 

2. City Librarian and Commissioner May reported on the 117
th
 annual CLA conference.  They attended 

many workshops and gathered information on programming from libraries in other counties throughout 

the state. 

3. Modernized Library Site visits- Commissioner May and Ms. Cervantes reported on their observations of 

two library sites (Rancho Cucamonga and Burbank).  

4. Library Foundation- Ms. Cervantes reported on the opportunity for the Commission to participate in an 

upcoming 2016 meeting of the Tulare County Library Foundation. Ms. Cervantes shared the Tulare 

County Foundation will next meet on December 3. Staff anticipates that 2016 meeting dates will be 

established at this meeting to allow our Commission to set a feasible date to travel to Visalia. Staff will 

bring additional information forward to the December meeting for further review and discussion. 

5. Commission Advocacy Opportunities.  Chair Figueroa will attend the December 3 Parks and Leisure 

Commission meeting.  Commissioner Bailey will attend the December 15 City Council meeting.  

Commissioner Bishop-Mitchell will attend the December F.O.L meeting. 
 

Comments from Commissioners:  Commissioner Bishop-Mitchell asked P & L Director Moore the status of 

the Brown assets that were gifted to the Porterville City Library.  Commissioner Bailey expressed that a plan 

for the disbursement of funds and items should be ready by now.   

 

Schedule Items for Future Meetings:  P & L Director Moore requested to add discussion of the Brown assets 

to the December Agenda. 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm. 
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2. November Highlights   

 

Saturday Game Day @Your Library.  Participants had the opportunity to play a variety of card, board, and 

video games.  There were 38 participants.  

 

Bring Your Own Game Day is held every Sunday in the Community Room at the Porterville City Library 

from 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm.  There were 160 participants for the month of November. 

 

November 5, 2015, Step Up Event at West Putnam School.  Staff had an informational booth to promote 

library programs and services.  There were 20 participants.   

 

November 12, 2015, staff gave a tour of the library to a group of parents and preschoolers from Lillian B. 

Hill.  Staff walked them through the facility, educated them about library programs and services, and 

answered their questions about the library.  There were 15 participants 

 

November 18, 2015: 

 

 Health Fair at Olive St. School, Staff had an informational booth and read several stories to the 

students.  Each student got to spin the Spin ‘N’ Win wheel for a chance to win a prize.  There were 

116 participants.   

 

 English Language Literacy Intensive parent meeting.  Staff gave an overview of the program and 

displayed educational resources.  Staff also conducted a library tour.  There were 40 participants.  

 

November 19, 2015, John J. Doyle parent meeting. Staff conducted a Library presentation on library services 

and programs. There were 32 participants. 

 

November 21, 2015, Porterville City Library hosted International Games Day at the Heritage Center.  Staff 

had gaming zones for children, teens, adults, and parents to play today’s most popular board, card, and video 

games from 10 am - 5 pm.  Every time someone won a game they also won raffle tickets for great prizes 

every two hours.  Paladins Game Castle, a gaming store from Bakersfield, was also on hand as a special 

vendor.  The library provided refreshments.  There were 207 participants throughout the day.   

 

November 28, 2015, Lego Club @ Your Library. Participants had the opportunity to play with a variety of 

Legos. The children learn how to share and use their imagination. Staff held a competition on the biggest 

rocket ship. Winners received a Star Wars Lego movie. There were 8 participants. 

 

5 Volunteers:  133 hours   1 Community Service:  68 hours  

 

Staff conducted 1-Hour courses on the following Computer Topics: 

 

 11/7 Introduccion a Computadores 

 11/7 Introduccion a Computadores 

 11/14 Introduction to Internet 

 11/21 Introduccion a Internet 

 11/28 Introduction to E-mail 

 

Total participants:  4  

 

Tuesday Morning Story Times:  preschoolers enjoy singing, dancing, and books.  There were 113 

participants. 
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Tuesday Evening Spanish Story Times:  preschoolers enjoy Spanish stories, Spanish songs, and crafts.  There 

were 49 participants. 

Boppy Times for Babies:  parents and their babies get to play and bond together.  There were 9 participants.  

 

Sunday traffic counts for November: 

 

 Sunday, November 1:  205 

 Sunday, November 8:  210 

 Sunday, November 15:  254 

 Sunday, November 22:  241 

 Sunday, November 29:  219 

 

3. Literacy Report May- July 

 

Tutors trained:  2   Learner assessments:  0  Tutor matches:  3 

Learners’ Achievement Corner 

 

 Al S. is taking college courses at Porterville College.  

November 2, 2015, Staff attended the Get Involved Regional Conference Volunteer Match training workshop at   

Tulare Public Library. 

 

English as a Second Language Conversation Circle group currently meets Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The group 

is currently utilizing the Life Skills series and continues to work on vocabulary phrases, expressions, and 

greetings.  The Tutors have separated the students into 3 levels; Beginners, Intermediate, and Advanced.  There 

were a total of 74 participants.  

On November 10, 2015, Staff conducted a Library tour to the English as a Second Language Arabic group. 

There were 6 participants.  

The Library has partnered with the Police Department Thunderbolt Program staff.  We currently have 3 students 

who are meeting with Tutors for assistance with their writing assignments. 

4. Chamber Ambassador Report 

 

 November 2, 2015, staff attended the Ribbon cutting for the Family Crisis Center. 

 November 4, 2015, staff attended the Chamber Lunch at the Chamber offices catered by Randy’s 

Bistro. 

 November 5, 2015, staff attended the Ribbon cutting for Grocery Warehouse Bargain Market. 

 November 6, 2015, staff attended First Friday Coffee sponsored by Toys 4 Tots.  

 November 17, 2015, staff attended the Ribbon cutting for South Valley Vascular. 

 

5. Strategic Planning Update 

 

Staff does not have any new information to report at this time. 
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6. Update on Centennial Plaza Literacy Center 

 

The project was delayed slightly and demo should be completed by early December, with painting to take 

place thereafter. Staff finalized the furniture order in November and we currently do not have a date set for 

installation at this time. Staff anticipates the move in date to be sometime in early January.  

 

7. Update on Peter M. Brown Living Trust 

 

At this time the only available update is that our City Attorney has made contact with the Attorney of the 

Trustee, to request that the appointed Successor Trustee provide a “status” to the City on this matter no later 

than December 4. Staff will provide an update should further correspondence be received before your 

scheduled meeting. 

  

8. Update on Library Foundation 

 

At the time of the final agenda, no additional information has come forward from the Tulare County Librarian 

about the 2016 meeting schedule for the TC Library Foundation.  Staff will bring forward information if 

available during the Commission’s scheduled meeting. 

 

9. Announcements 

 

 Global Winter Wonderland Reading Incentive Partnership Kicks Off November 28 

 Mini-Reading Incentive Program “Snow Many Books” to begin December 15 and concludes January 31 

 Patron Appreciation Day will be held on Thursday, December 17 

 Library Winter Activities Schedule for December 21-January 9 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

 City Council will have a place on their Tuesday, December 15, agenda for the Library & Literacy 

Commission to report.  Commissioner Bailey has volunteered to deliver the report. 
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SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

1. Library Advocacy 

 

At the request of Commissioner May this item was put on the agenda to continue discussion of her 

participation in the “Start your political or advocacy campaign today!” session held at the CLA conference. 

 

A brief excerpt from the conference program:  It doesn’t matter if you have a ballot measure in two months or 

twenty years, or if you just want to have a stronger political advocacy strategy for your library. Surfacing for 

general political advocacy or for your campaign is something that you can start doing right now to ensure 

your library’s future success. Surfacing is an early and important strategy that should be implemented as soon 

as you can. Surfacing is the process by which your organization emerges into the public consciousness and 

creates a public identity for yourself as a viable candidate. This is a critical stage of a political or advocacy 

campaign and any missteps in this stage can tarnish your image and stay with you for years to come. In this 

session, we will explore the seven stages of surfacing and how they can have a positive impact on your 

library’s image. (Presenters from EveryLibrary – Patrick Sweeney and John Chrastka) 

 

2. ABC Mouse Resource 

  

Staff has completed the setup of a free to public libraries ABCmouse.com subscription. This is an online early 

learning resource for preschool to Kindergarten. Staff has provided for your review an informational pamphlet 

in your packet that describes the various curriculum areas and features. 

 

At this time staff would like to demonstrate how patrons will be able to access this resource and some of its 

features. 

 

3. 2016 Commission Goals and Objectives 

 

At the request of Commission Chair Bailey this item has been placed onto the agenda to begin discussion that 

will lead to setting Commission goals and objectives for 2016. 

 

4. Commission Advocacy Opportunities 

              

       Upcoming meetings: 

P&L Commission – January 7 – Council Chambers @ 5:30 pm. 

City Council – January 19 @ 6:30 pm. 

Friends of the Library – January13 – Library Local History Room @ 4 pm. 

Youth Commission – January 11 – Council Chambers @ 4pm. 

  

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS – comments on any items or issues not on the agenda 

 

VIII. SCHEDULE ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

IX.   ADJOURNMENT – Adjourn the meeting  


